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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Anne Christie <achristie1026@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, September 16, 2019 9:55 PM

To: Kathleen Ramsay

Cc: Degutis, Ian; Kelly, Joe; Fire District #1 East Middlebury

Subject: Re: FW: Route 116 in East Middlebury

Dear Kathleen and Mr. Degutis, 
 
Thank you for looking into the speed limit sign change!  It may be helpful for me to add context to the situation, 
because I think raising the limit was a mistake.  I also will make myself available as a resource if you need. 
 
I recently became concerned when Case St. residents (on Case St./ rt 116 north of the rts 125/116 intersection 
by Mac's store , the USPS, and the church) expressed their concern about the newly posted Speed Limit sign of 
40MPH next to the intersection.  They reported that before the new state road paving, the 40MPH sign had been 
closer to the cemetery, as the East Middlebury speed limit is and has been for awhile 35mph.  The 40mph drops 
to 35mph when traveling east from rt 7 on both rts 125 and Ossie Rd (rt 116) part way to the 
aforementioned intersection.  The entire rest of East Main St. (rt 125) east from the intersection is posted 
35mph.   
 
Case St. residents report that the increased speed now makes it less safe to cross the street.  Residents need to 
cross the street to access mailboxes and use the side walk (which is along only one side) to get to Macs Store, 
the US Post Office, or beyond, in addition to simply going for a walk or walking their dogs.     
 
While my request to our town officials has been to reinstate what we believe is the 35mph speed limit, 
numerous East Middlebury residents feel the speed limit through what is now an official Village would be more 
appropriate if posted at 30mph.  We are known for being a walking community and have numerous businesses 
and public buildings.  On the entire stretch across from the Waybury Inn the sidewalk is adjacent to the 
highway, making me feel unsafe walking when traffic is going the allowed 44mph, only 3' next to me.  The 
speed limit on both state and town roads in Middlebury is currently 25mph.  Both neighboring towns of Bristol 
and Brandon also have speed limits below 35mph in their town centers. 
 
I am ccing the East Middlebury Prudential Committee just to keep them in the loop regarding communications 
on our speed limit matter. 
 
 
Respectfully and appreciatively, 
Anne Christie 
456 East Main St. 
388-4347 
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On Mon, Sep 16, 2019 at 9:36 AM Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@townofmiddlebury.org> wrote: 

Hi Anne, 

 
Please see below from VTrans asking for more information about the location of the speed limit sign 
change. 

 
Thanks! 

Kathleen 

  

From: Degutis, Ian [mailto:Ian.Degutis@vermont.gov]  
Sent: Monday, September 16, 2019 6:43 AM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Cc: Kelly, Joe <Joe.Kelly@vermont.gov> 
Subject: RE: Route 116 in East Middlebury 

  

Good morning Kathleen— 

  

I will have to do some looking into this; to the best of my knowledge we were not intending to change any 
posted speed limits on VT-116.  Did the caller let you know a specific location they were concerned about? 

  

One possibility is that an advisory speed (the unenforceable yellow signs) for a curve was changed through the 
project- these are based on the roadway geometry, and are not truly speed limits; another possibility is that a 
temporarily reduced work zone speed limit has been removed and reverted to what it was before.  Or, of 
course, the possibility of an incorrect sign having been installed. 

  

Joe Kelly is the traffic investigator covering this region, and he will take a look at the signs out there this week, 
and see if we can figure out what’s going on.  I’ll get back to you once we’ve conducted a site review. 

  

Thank you for bringing this to our attention. 
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Ian Degutis, PE, PTOE 

VTrans Traffic Operations Engineer 

802-371-8827 

  

From: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org>  
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2019 12:32 PM 
To: Degutis, Ian <Ian.Degutis@vermont.gov> 
Subject: Route 116 in East Middlebury 

  

Hi Mr. Degutis, 

  

We received an inquiry about the change in the speed limit signs on Route 116 in the East Middlebury 
section of Middlebury – the signs were changed from 35 MPH to 40 MPH and the citizen was 
concerned about the increase. 

  

Do you have any information about this?  Please let me know if there is another contact at the Agency 
that I should be reaching-out to about this. 

  

Thanks! 

Kathleen 

  

  

Kathleen Swinington Ramsay 

Town Manager 

Town of Middlebury 

77 Main Street 

Middlebury, VT  05753 

kramsay@townofmiddlebury.org 
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802-388-8100 ext. 201 

802-458-8000 (direct) 

802-989-4704 (mobile) 

  


